
 I document client 
care and 
communicate 
with health care 
team

STEP 5
Perform
activity

If  YES to all 
the above move 

to Step 2

 I follow a clinical 
decision-making 
process

 I assess the 
client and make 
a nursing 
diagnose of a 
condition

 I determine an 
activity to carry 
out

 I develop a plan 
to carry out 
activity, manage 
consequences 
and evaluate 
outcomes

STEP 1
Decision-making 

process

If  YES to all 
the above move 

to Step 3

 Activity is within 
my autonomous 
scope of practice 
per the 
regulations*

 Activity meets all 
relevant BCCNM 
standards, limits 
& conditions

 Activity meets 
relevant 
organization or 
employer policies

 I use organiza-
tional decision 
support tools

STEP 2
Scope of 
practice

If  YES to all 
the above move 

to Step 4

 I have the 
competence to 
carry out the 
activity

 I assume 
accountability & 
responsibility

 I can provide a 
rationale for my 
decisions and 
actions

 I can manage 
intended and 
unintended 
consequences

If  YES to all 
the above move 

to Step 5

STEP 4
Client 

consent

 I follow legal and 
ethical 
obligations for 
obtaining onsent

 I meet the 
consent 
requirements for 
this activity

*Regulations include Nurses (Licensed Practical) Regulation; Nurses (Registered) and Nurse Practitioner Regulation; Nurses (Registered Psychiatric) Regulation

This tool is to be 
used with the 
Acting within 
Autonomous 
Scope of 
Practice 
standard and 
organizational 
or employer 
policies.

If you cannot answer 
 YES to all 
statements, STOP! 
Do not perform the 
activity. 
Seek guidance.

Acting Within Autonomous Scope of Practice 
THINKING TOOL

learn more  |  bccnm.ca

If  YES to all, 
perform the 

activity

STEP 3
Accountability &

responsibility
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